The long
and the
short of
dog art

We love lurchers
and terriers. Critic
Laura Gascoigne
looks at how much

acquired a new dog. “My big thing now
is going out with lurchers and coming
back with a picture in my head,” he
tells me. “It’s doing the rabbit popula-
tion no good at all.”

Mick shares his North Devon studio
and his passion for lurchers and ferrets
with sculptor Brian Andrew. On the
morning | rang, two ferrets were loose
in the studio and Brian had to put me
on hold while he stuffed his trousers
into his socks. Brian specialises in raku
sculptures of hares but he also casts the
0dd bronze resin work, like this dodgy-
looking Campfire Scene for £225.

The terrier, long on tenacity is short
on legs, as emphasised in this human's-

cye view of two vertically challenged
smooth-haired fox terriers by Justine
Osborne. Terrier painters tend to focus
on the head, or head, shoulders and
one paw, like John Trickett in this
appealing print, I'm All Ears, which is
£30 from Sally Mitchell. Justine zoomed
in even closer for her mini-
portrait of west highland
terrier Mack. Since we
tipped her last June as a
young artist to watch, Jus-
tine has launched her own
website - www.paintmy
dog.co.uk - and slashed her
prices to £300 for a 16in x
20in oil. Not surprisingly,
orders have flooded in,
along with some odd
requests for unusual poses.
She was recently commis-
sioned to paint a Weimaraner with its

Best friend: John
Trickett's print
‘'m All Ears’,
from Sally
Mitchell at £30

R_eady to rock: Justine Osborm_z's




