GAMEKEEPERS

turned painters

Top art critic Laura Gascoigne finds a couple of
Lancashire keepers who believe shooting is an art

hile gamekeepers-turned-poachers

are two a penny, gamekeepers-turned-
painters are rare birds. So when vou
find a brace of them - W Geoff

Dallingnn
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lroug hnwnml nd, you start to think
thing in the water.

it must be some-

Both Geoff and John are raw talents, though Geoff

ton Art School in the 1960s
designing beer bottle labels before striking lucky
and landing a keepering job on Lord Sefton’s
Abbeystead estate (now the Duke of West-
minster’s). Following a shift into farming
he graduated with honours from

did serve a term at

the school of nature and is now
a qualified painter of coun- =
try subjects, known for

his bird studies and

Field mouse: W Geoff Rollinson’s animal and bird
portraits won him recognition in the Daily Mail

Fizzing with life:
this is John
Clarke’s dog
Fizz with a
partridge in his
mouth. £450

in ll\:lglmuur

offered him
the price of a
pint to paint his
two cockers’

animal portraits. But his favourite subject is the land-
scape around his beloved River Ribble, stocked with
wildlife from his imagination. A recent painting of a
peregrine in a local elm was shortlisted for the Daily
Mail's N e Turner Prize and snapped up at the
Mall Galleries for £4,000, but you can buy the print

off his website for

1 fraction of that, or drop in at his
Ribchester studio to view originals. Just remember to
phone first in case he’s out shooting.

One estate along from Abbeystead is Dunsop Bridge,
where John Clarke has been headkeeper for 20 years.
As a teenager, John refused to let artistic talent deflect
him from an addiction to ferrets, terriers, lurchers and
air rifles, and went straight into keepering from school.
So where did the art come in? In the local pub, where
a neighbour spotted some doodles in an open sketch-
book and offered him the price of a pint to paint his
two cockers. “Doodles” incidentally, is what John
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